
*Price is in CDN$ per person, double occupancy. Additional: Tax:$200. Single supplement: $3,300. Manual Antonio 3 nights' optional extension and Arenal 3 nights' optional extension 
$1,690 per person, double occupancy.

HOSTED TAMARINDO, COSTA RICA
LONGSTAYS VACATION

Costa Rica is a tropical paradise and off ers travellers an abundance of outdoor activities. Visitors can 
fly through the rain-forest canopy on a zip line, go white-water raft ing, climb a volcano, relax on a 
white-sand beach, or check out colourful marine life while snorkeling. The country has a large number 
of national parks and nature preserves that boast a rich array of birds, mammals, reptiles 
and rainforest plants. Spend a month in Tamarindo, known for its gorgeous beaches, some of the 
best restaurants in the country and a great base for exploring the northern peninsula. 

Escape to Tamarindo for a month, and stay in an exclusive gated community in the heart of 
Guanacaste’s Gold Coast, located only ten minutes from Tamarindo, Flamingo and Playa Grande. 
The Oaks Resort is a 31 acre community with gorgeous views, surrounded by a lake, a butterfly 
reserve, a hummingbird sanctuary and tropical orchid gardens. Explore the wonders of Costa Rica 
with four cultural excursions included.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• 28 nights in a two-bedroom condo with two bathrooms, balcony 
or patio and washer/dryer in the unit, kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances 

• one hour from Liberia airport and 10 minutes from Tamarindo to 
restaurants/shopping

• daily maid service, wifi, outdoor pool, shuttle to town/beach, bus 
stop near entrance 

• four excursions to: Palo Verde, Rincon de la Vieja National Park, 
Guanacaste, Liberia

• all transfers
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$4,895* p.p.

28 nights
Departs Toronto 

Feb 8, 2017



Day 1  |  Feb 8, 2017  |  DEPART FROM TORONTO – LIBERIA  
WestJet Flight 2642 departs Toronto at 9:15 a.m. arrives Liberia, Costa 
Rica at 1:15 p.m. Upon arrival in Liberia meet your local representative 
and Transfer to your accommodation in Tamarindo.

Accommodations: Oaks Resort. Hotel address: Tamarindo, barrio la 
Josefina, 50309 Tamarindo, Costa Rica. Tel: +506 2653-6331.

 
The Oaks Resort is an exclusive family oriented gated community 
with 24/7 security, only 10 minutes from Tamarindo. It's located in 
a peaceful setting on the best paved road in the area, just minutes 
from nine sensational beaches, and with easy access by car, bus and 
taxi. The Oaks is in the center of Guanacaste’s Gold Coast, your center 
for beach hopping, adventure and relaxation, and also within easy 
walking distance to tree dwelling howler monkeys.

Although within close proximity of activities and beaches, it is not 
walking distance. Public buses stop every hour near the gated 
entrance less than a two minute walk from your residence. Hired cars, 
taxis and tour vans provide private transportation. A taxi trip to town 
costs about $10 and takes 10 minutes. Exclusive to Merit guests is 
a van shuttle from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily to take guests into town or 
nearby beaches. Van shuttle must be reserved locally.

The facilities available in this gated community include a gated 
entrance protected 24/7 by private security, internal paved brick roads, 
three swimming pools, two ranch areas that can be used for BBQ. 

The Oaks features spacious two bedroom, two bath fully furnished 
condominium units with all amenities including:  

• full air conditioning and cross ventilation with fans

• full kitchen with stainless steel appliances

• cable TV and high speed internet 

• fully furnished with individual washers and dryers

• one double bed and two twins, or two double beds

• double sofa bed unless noted otherwise 

• utilities included for stays of less than one month

• balcony or patio

Note: There is a $1,000 USD security deposit required for each condo. 
This deposit will be placed on a major credit card upon arrival. If there 
are no damages, and the condo is returned in the same condition it 
was rented, the $1,000 USD security deposit is refunded.

Day 1-28  |  Feb 8-Mar 7, 2017  |  TAMARINDO 
Relax at your resort or enjoy the local culture. You will have four 
cultural excursions included in your package. Your tour host will be 
available for suggestions on optional excursions.

PALO VERDE EXCURSION (L): The natural hydrologic system of Palo 
Verde create the right conditions to produce in the zone the most 
important concentration of birds in the country and Central America.  
This is a birdwatcher’s paradise as well as a perfect spot to see lots 
of crocodiles, some monkeys, and other reptiles, as you cruise the 
Tempisque River by boat.

FULL DAY CATAMARAN EXCURSION TO GUANACASTE (L): 
Silently glide along Costa Rica’s Gold Coast while passing some of 
Guanacaste’s exotic bays, white sand beaches and tropical jungles. 
Gaze off the bow with a cold tropical drink prepared and served by 
our crew as you scan the seas for dolphins, sea turtles, flying fish or 
even a breaching whale.  Stop in a tranquil bay, drop anchor and frolic 
in the blue Pacific.  Snorkel in the bay or run down the deserted white 
sand beach while the ever helpful crew prepares a feast of chicken 
or pasta salad, fruit, chips, pico de gallo, guacamole and homemade 
chocolate chip cookies.  The Marlin Del Rey Sailing Catamarans will 
set sail and you will hear the waves slide along the giant catamaran as 
the sun sets, illuminating the clouds left in the sky. Bring your camera 
and capture the moment everyone throughout the world talks about 
when on board the Marlin Del Rey Sailing Catamarans.  

HALF DAY EXCURSION OF LIBERIA: Today you will explore the city 
centre of Liberia and have some free time for shopping. Liberia’s 
white-walled architectural style is unique to the city, as are the white 
dirt roads. The centre of town is the Iglesia Inmaculada Concepcion 
de Maria, one of the most beautiful churches in all of Costa Rica.

FULL DAY RINCON DE LA VIEJA NATIONAL PARK GUIDED HIKE: Hiking 
through the Rincon de la Vieja National Park is a great experience and 
you will have the opportunity to walk close to little craters with activity 
such as boiling hot mud springs, sulfur springs, steam vents, and 
fumaroles. All are abundant at Las Pilas inside the park; you can also 
find abundant wildlife and exotic flora. Steam and sulfur pour out of the 
yellow and rust-colored ground at natural fumaroles.

Day 8  |  Feb 16, 2017  |  TAMARINDO — MANUAL ANTONIO: ADD AN 
OPTIONAL EXTENSION TO MANUAL ANTONIO ($): Manual Antonio is one 
of the country’s most scenic and beautiful National Parks. Stay for three 
nights at the Si Como No Resort and Spa with breakfast and transfers 
included from Tamarindo, entrance to Wildlife Refuge Butterfly Gardens 
(self-guided), complimentary shuttle service to the beach and National 
Park, a Damas Island Mangrove boat tour and a Manuel Antonio National 
Park guided hike.

Today you will depart with your tour host for your optional three night 
extension to Manual Antonio. Meet in the hotel lobby  and depart by 

I T I N E R A R Y



private van for the 5 hour drive to Manuel Antonio. Head out of the 
Guanacaste savannah down the Interamerican Highway and witness 
the changes from dry tropical forest to transitional tropical forest to 
humid tropical forest. Arrive and check in to the Si Como No hotel 
(superior room) with breakfast included daily.

Accommodations: Si Como No Resort & Spa. Hotel address: Manuel 
Antonio Road KM 4 Manuel Antonio, Costa Rica. Tel: +506 2777-0777.

 
Si Como No Resort & Spa. Proudly occupying the most idyllic hilltop 
in Manuel Antonio, this award-winning eco designed Resort & Spa 
provides its own signature version of "barefoot luxury" to all its 
guests. Featuring its own Wildlife Nature Exhibits adjacent to the 
property, Si Como No is a unique blend of the country's incredible 
biodiversity and the deeply-rooted cultural values of the Costa Rican 
people. "The warm, engaging staff delights in honoring your every 
request. Si Como No is a member of the Green Hotels of Costa Rica 
and has been awarded five leaves (out of five) in the Sustainable 
Tourism Program of the Costa Rican government (CST). Our superior 
room offer balconies with ocean and jungle view, shower, wet bar 
with fully stocked mini-bar menu, custom king or queen size beds, 
A/C, ceiling fan, telephone and security box but NO television.

Day 9  |  Feb 17, 2017  |  MANUAL ANTONIO: OPTIONAL EXTENSION (B) 
DAMAS ISLAND MANGROVE BOAT TOUR: Rest assured knowing that 
the boats are eco-friendly and designed for your security and comfort. 
Once aboard, your naturalist guide will describe a variety of biological 
relationships between many organisms in this delicate

habitat. You'll see animals such as white faced monkeys, herons, snakes, 
crocodiles and iguanas. What to bring: Sunscreen, sunglasses, camera, hat 
/ visor, mosquito repellent and beach towel.

Day 11  |  Feb 18, 2017  |  MANUAL ANTONIO: OPTIONAL EXTENSION (B) 
MANUAL ANTONIO NATIONAL PARK GUIDED HIKE: Enjoy this guided tour 
through one of the jewels of the Costa Rica National Park System. Spot 
three species of monkeys, sloth’s, iguanas, coatimundis, and a wide range 
of birds and reptiles. After the tour, stay in the park and relax on the pristine 
beaches or return to the hotel. If you think you may want to remain in the 
park until closing, we recommend coordinating a box lunch and bottled 
drinks with the hotel since there are no services inside the park. Also, 
remember to bring your bathing suit and a towel. Board the shuttle back to 
the hotel at 4 p.m. when the park closes. Otherwise, you can return to the 
hotel upon the tour’s conclusion. What to bring: Binoculars, camera, and 
insect repellant. 

Day 12  |  Feb 19, 2017  |  MANUAL ANTONIO — TAMARINDO (B) 
After breakfast you will depart back to Tamarindo and transfer to the Oaks 
Resort via private van.

Day 16  |  Feb 23, 2017  |  TAMARINDO — ARENAL: ADD AN OPTIONAL 
EXTENSION TO ARENAL ($): Arenal is Costa Rica’s adventure capital and 
home to the country’s most active volcano and natural hot springs. Stay 
for three nights at the luxurious Tabacon Grand Spa Thermal Resort with 
breakfast and transfers included from Tamarindo, daily access to the 
Unique Thermal Mineral Springs Resort, safari by boat Peñas Blancas river, 
and an Arenal hanging bridges tour.

Today you will depart with your tour host for your optional extension 
to Arenal. Meet in the hotel lobby and depart by private van for the 
4.5 hour drive northeast to the Arenal Volcano Region. Drive past the 
cities of Liberia and Cañas and around Lake Arenal, changing from 

the Guanacaste flatlands to the San Carlos rainforest region. Arrive in 
the region and check into the luxurious Tabacon Grand Spa Thermal 
resort (orchid room with breakfast included daily as well as Daily 
access to the unique Thermals Mineral Springs Resort.

Accommodations: Tabacon Grand Spa Thermal Resort. Hotel 
address: Noreste de Centro de la Fortuna de San Carlos, Nuevo 
Arenal, Costa Rica. Tel: +506 2479-2000.

 
The four elements of nature are present in this unique Arenal Volcano 
luxury hotel and resort, featuring the heat of the volcano, the flowing 
waters of the hot springs, the pure air of the rainforest and the fertile 
earth of the of the Fortuna de San Carlos Region. Tabacon Grand Spa 
Thermal Resort is a 103 guest room Costa Rica luxury hotel located 
at the base of the Arenal Volcano. Featuring hot spring baths, sauna, 
massages services, luxury spa treatments and 5 swimming pools. 
Guests can enjoy a swim up bar, lobby bar and Los Tucanes restaurant 
and Ave del Paraiso restaurant serving local dishes and international 
gourmet cuisine. The property also offers free valet parking, a welcome 
cocktail and unlimited access to its on-site hot springs.

This five star luxury resort is recognized as a member of The Leading 
Hotels and The Leading Spas of the World. Relax at the country’s top 
hot springs resorts featuring breath-taking volcano views and lush 
tropical gardens. Some of Costa Rica’s top spas and therapists make 
Arenal their home. 

Known as the adventure capital of Costa Rica, the Arenal Volcano/
Fortuna area offers numerous activities, ranging from highly charged 
white water rafting, canyoning and caving to more leisurely hikes 
through the rainforest and soothing swims in hot springs. The region’s 
attractions include the Arenal National Park, the Fortuna River 
Waterfall, the Caño Negro Wildlife Reserve, and numerous adventure 
tours in the Rainforest.

Day 17  |  Feb 24, 2017  |  ARENAL: OPTIONAL EXTENSION (B) 
SAFARI BY BOAT PEÑAS BLANCAS RIVER: Experience the peacefulness 
of the forest traveling on the Peñas Blancas River with the opportunity 
to observe many different animals such as monkeys, sloth, iguanas, 
tortoises, crocodiles and numerous bird species. You will be 
accompanied by an experienced naturalist guide who will explain many 
fascinating details about the trees, plants, birds and animals.

Day 18  |  Feb 25, 2017  |  ARENAL: OPTIONAL EXTENSION (B) 
ARENAL HANGING BRIDGES TOUR: This tour takes place on a 600 
acre reserve filled with lush vegetation and a variety of birds and 
animals which your experienced guide will help you spot. The trail 
itself is 1.9 miles (3.1 km) in length, crossing nine fixed bridges and 6 
suspension bridges and is laid out at a maximum grade of 7 degrees 
so that anyone can walk it. What to bring: comfortable clothing, 
hiking shoes, insect repellent, camera and binoculars.

Day 19  |  Feb 26, 2017  |  ARENAL — TAMARINDO (B) 
After breakfast you will depart back to Tamarindo and transfer to the 
Oaks Resort via private van.

Day 29  |  March 8, 2017  |  DEPART LIBERIA — TORONTO 
Departure transfer to the airport for your flight home.  Westjet Flight 
2643 departs Liberia at 2:35 p.m. Arrives Toronto at 8:50 p.m.

END OF SERVICES.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel 
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators, 
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to 
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible 
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made 
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and 
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set 
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and 
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits 
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety 
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such 
party or any other party) arising from: 

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental intervention, 
weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other grounds beyond our 
control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears on the 
passport;

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

(g) Personal injuries or death;

(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or 
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions, 
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in government 
and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency surcharges, supplier 
price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is greater than 7% of the tour 
cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven days of notification and obtain a full 
refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final payment is 
due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases at time 
of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel arrangements 
purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility shall extend only to the 
provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier recommended connections and 
check-in times.

Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, baggage 
insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver 
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and 
all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to 
your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to receive a 
refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full refund 
will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are irrecoverable 
costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be considered the costs 
incurred with cancellation:

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties 
associated with the airfare. If so, these policies  
will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions 
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations 
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally 
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change 
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by the 
airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision fee for 
any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date may 
constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries 
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date. Visas 
may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility to obtain at 
the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant authorities. In the 
event that the passenger does not possess the correct documentation, the air carrier 
has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform you 
should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute your 
consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel service 
provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in writing upon 
your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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