
*CDN$ pp. dbl. occ. taxes included. Single supplement: $2,895. Upgrade to a two-bedroom apartment in Tuscany: $200 pp. dbl. Airfare available from most Canadian airports please 
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TUSCANY, ROME & SORRENTO   Hosted 
Experience the “Dolce Vita” in Italy, starting with Tuscany. Take in a region rich in history, as you wander quaint 

towns and countrysides. Tuscany’s Chianti region is world-famous, and for good reason. Find out why Rome has 

earned the right to be called the Eternal City. Explore stunning Piazza Navona, a testament to Rome’s status as 

an outdoor museum. Visit the Trevi Fountain, the largest baroque fountain in the world. Make time for the Vatican 

and St. Peter’s Basilica, a towering masterpiece of Renaissance architecture. Rome is one of the most inspiring and 

easy-to-explore cities, in the world. Finally, you have an opportunity to taste the Mediterranean life in Sorrento, the 

gateway to the Amalfi Coast. Here, you’ll explore the coast and venture east to Pompeii.

Begin your Italian vacation dreams with 14 nights in Tuscany. In your hillside Tuscan apartment, you’ll have views 

of olive groves, vineyards and the idyllic Tuscan countryside. Florence, only 33 km away, is easily accessible for a 

day trip. Florence’s museums, palaces, and churches house some of the greatest artistic treasures in the world. 

While in Florence, wander through some of the oldest streets in the city, until you reach the Arno River. Cross the 

Ponte Vecchio, and experience the“newest” area of Florence, the Oltrarno. Immerse yourself in the Italian culture 

through food and wine. Participate in a cooking class; learn to cook local dishes and taste the local wine.Then, 

spend three nights in Rome and visit the famous Vatican Museum and Sistine Chapel.Finally, discover Sorrento, a 

small enchanting town. Perched on a cliff, along a beautiful stretch of azure blue coastline, it overlooks the islands 

of Naples. For a taste of traditional Italian life, head to the restaurants, museums and markets of the town centre.

• round-trip airfare

• TUSCANY: 14 nights at the Borgo Artimino 
with breakfast daily, welcome & farewell 
dinner with wine

• five excursions, including: Florence, Pisa, 
Siena, wine tasting and lunch in Chianti, 
cooking class and lunch in San Gimignano

• ROME: three nights at Le Meridien Visconti 
Palace Hotel with breakfast and Vatica tour 
plus Rome city tour

• SORRENTO: seven nights accommodation  
at the Plaza Hotel with breakfast and  
dinner with wine daily

• four excursions, including: the Amalfi coast, 
Capri, Pompei and Naples

• all transfers and gratuities local  
tourist tax in Italy

  Includes:

24
nights

Departure Dates:
Mar. 1, 2018: 

Toronto - $6,795* p.p.

Italy
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  Itinerary:

Day 1  |  Mar. 1, 2018  |  TORONTO—FLORENCE 
Lufthansa flight 471 departs Toronto at 6:15 p.m. arrives Frankfurt at  
7:45 a.m. the following day. Connecting with Lufthansa flight 312 departs 
Frankfurt at 12:30 p.m. arrives Florence at 1:55 p.m.

Day 2-16  |  Mar. 2-16, 2018  |  FLORENCE—TUSCANY (B) 
Upon arrival you will be met by your local representative for your transfer 
to Tuscany. Tonight enjoy a welcome dinner at 7 p.m. with your group at 
the hotel restaurant.

Accommodations: Borgo Artimino 
Address: Viale Papa Giovanni XXIII, 1, 50040 Artimino, Italy 
Phone: (39) 055 875141 

  Facilities:

These self-catering apartments boast a hilltop location, surrounded by 
ancient olive groves and vineyards. Daily breakfast is included and will be 
served in the communal breakfast room. Explore the local culture and 
charming historic towns, and discover the regional secrets of Tuscan cuisine!

The 59 apartments are rustically designed in historic buildings  
and you can choose from a one-bedroom, or upgrade (for a small fee),  
to a two-bedroom apartment, depending on your requirements. 

One-bedroom apartments have a large open-plan dining/living room area 
including, a double sofa bed with a kitchenette (2 ring hob, microwave, 
kettle, toaster and fridge), a double bedroom and a separate shower room. 
Two-bedroom apartments have two separate bedrooms that may be 
made up as twins or doubles, two shower rooms, open plan dining/living 
room with double sofa bed and kitchenette (2 ring hob, microwave, kettle, 
toaster and fridge). Shared furnished terrace or garden area available.

Cleaning and a change of linen is once a week. Toilet paper provided 
approx. three times per week depending on consumption. The pool will be 
open in March and available for guests (depending on weather conditions).

Guests of the Borgo Artimino Apartments may also use the facilities at 
the nearby Hotel Paggeria Medicea, just a ten minute walk away. This 
hotel has a pool, tennis courts, bikes, free WiFi, a bar and a restaurant 
serving local Tuscan cuisine. The Hotel can assist with money exchange, 
booking of local train tickets, mountain bikes etc. 

Relax at your hillside Tuscan apartment or explore the surrounding area 
of Tuscany and Florence. You will also have five excursions included to 
explore the local culture. Your local Tour Manager will reconfirm the local 
pick up times for each excursion locally.

Note: The Borgo Artimino is located in Artimino, a remote village in the countryside of Tuscany 
on a hilltop location with stunning views. For those wishing to explore the surrounding area in 
Artimino please be aware that there are some hills, cobblestones and uneven grounds. For guests 
with mobility issues, we strongly advise you take a taxi or the small hotel shuttle to the nearest 
town as the area outside the property requires a lot of walking. 

Getting around:

A free six-passenger hotel mini shuttle is offered daily on a schedule to all 
Merit Travel guests (sign up at the front desk), from the Borgo to the nearest 
town of Signa where the train station, local supermarket and bank is located.

Take the free mini shuttle or a taxi to Signa train station to catch a train to 
Florence, only 17 km away. Signa train station also connects to Pisa and 
Siena. You can also take a bus to Signa. The stop is approx. 100-200 m from 
the apartments, near the tower. You can purchase a one-way ticket to 
Poggio Caiano for €1,10 p.p. or to Signa train station for €1,70 one-way p.p. 

Day 3  |  Mar. 3, 2018  |  FLORENCE (B) 
FLORENCE WALKING CITY TOUR FULL-DAY EXCURSION: Transfer to Florence 
by bus from your hotel with your English-speaking guide. Today we will take a 
guided walking tour of the city, including: Franciscan church of Santa Croce, 
known as the “Pantheon of the Italian Glories” where many illustrious Italians, 
such as Michelangelo, Galileo, Rossini and Machiavelli, are buried. We will also 
have the option to visit the Uffizi Gallery and the Accademia.

Day 6  |  Mar. 6, 2018  |  SIENA (B) 
SIENA WALKING CITY TOUR FULL-DAY EXCURSION: Transfer to Siena by bus 
from your hotel with your English-speaking guide. Enjoy a morning walking 
tour of Siena. Admire the Cathedral, the Piazza del Campo, the Town Hall, 
and San Domenico. At the end of the tour, immerse yourself in the magical 
atmosphere of the Palio with a visit of the “Contrada (District) Museum”.

Day 8  |  Mar. 8, 2018  |  PISA (B) 
PISA WALKING CITY TOUR FULL DAY EXCURSION: Transfer to Pisa by bus 
from your hotel, with your English-speaking guide. Enjoy a walking tour 
of Pisa, in northern Tuscany, famous for its leaning tower. Pisa has much 
more to offer travellers, including its medieval center, beautiful Duomo 
and Baptistery, parks, statues, the homes of Lord Byron and Shelley, and 
a walk along the river. 

Day 12  |  Mar. 12, 2018  |  CHIANTI  (B, L) 
CHIANTI WINE TASTING EXCURSION WITH LUNCH: Transfer to Chianti by 
bus from your hotel with your English-speaking guide for a unique wine 
tasting, with a private tour of the famous cellar of “Chianti”. We will explore 
the Chianti area, the famous land of the vineyards and hilltop towns.

Day 14  |  Mar. 14, 2018  |  SAN GIMIGNANO  (B, L, D) 
WINE TASTING WITH WALKING EXCURSION OF SAN GIMIGNANO AND 
COOKING CLASS WITH LUNCH: Transfer to San Gimignano by bus from 
your hotel with your English-speaking guide. Today we will explore the 
San Gimignano area, participate in a hands-on cooking class and enjoy a 
wine tasting and lunch included.

Enjoy a group farewell dinner on your last evening in Tuscany.

Day 16  |  Mar. 16, 2018  |  TUSCANY—ROME  (B) 
This morning check-out of your apartment and be ready in the hotel 
lobby at 9 a.m for your coach transfer to Rome. Arrive in Rome and 
transfer to the Le Meridien Visconti Palace hotel. 

The remainder of the afternoon is at leisure.

Accommodations: Le Meridien Visconti Palace Hotel 
Address: Via Federico Cesi 37 - 00193, Rome 
Phone: (39) 06 3684

  Facilities:

Le Meridien Visconti Palace hotel is positioned in central Rome on the 
right bank of the Tiber river between Piazza del Popolo, Piazza di Spagna, 
Piazza Navona and the Vatican City. This modern hotel puts you one 
block from the Tiber River in the Prati District. It’s an easy 20-minute 
walk to Vatican City and just a 10 minute walk to Castel Sant’Angelo and 
Lepanto Metro Station. 

The hotel is strategically located in the historic, cultural and business heart 
of Rome. You can cross nearby Ponte Cavour to get to Via del Corso within a 



15 minute walk. The street, and surrounding area, are popular for shopping. 
Enjoy an evening meal or just stroll around this wonderful area with the 
lovely Piazza Navona, approx. a 25 minute walk. The hotel’s 242 stylish, 
contemporary rooms are equipped for both working and relaxing, with 
WiFi (offered complimentary in the hotel lobby area only) and smart desks, 
along with minibars. Modern paintings continue the hotel’s fresh, artsy 
theme, and some rooms have large windows with inspiring city views.

Day 17  |  Mar. 17, 2018  |  ROME (B) 
ROME CITY TOUR: Depart from your hotel at 9 a.m. by coach for your half-
day Rome city tour crossing Piazza della Repubblica with the fountain of 
the Nayads, you will stroll through the historical centre where you can 
admire the Trevi fountain, La colonna di Marco Aurelio, the Palazzo di 
Montecitorio designed by Bernini, the Pantheon, Palazzo Madama (seat 
of the Senato) and Piazza Navona. 

The rest of your afternoon will be at leisure in Rome for shopping or exploring. 

Day 18  |  Mar. 18, 2018  |  ROME (B) 
VATICAN EXCURSION: After breakfast, depart by coach from your 
hotel arriving near the Vatican City. Your guide will lead you into the 
Vatican Museums through the Gallery of the Tapestries and the Gallery 
of Geographic Maps, before arriving at the Sistine Chapel with its 
magnificent fresco of the last Judgement by Michelangelo. 

Afterwards visit St. Peter’s Basilica. The rest of your afternoon is free for 
shopping or exploring.

Day 19  |  Mar. 19, 2018  |  ROME—SORRENTO (B, D) 
After breakfast check out of the hotel and be ready in the lobby by 9 a.m. 
for your coach transfer to Sorrento. Upon arrival in Sorrento check into 
the Plaza hotel. 

Enjoy a welcome dinner at your hotel this evening with wine.

Accommodations: Plaza Hotel  
Address: Via Fuorimura, 380067 Sorrento (Napoli), Italy    
Phone: (39) 055 875141

  Facilities:

Hotel Plaza is near Piazza Tasso, the city’s main square, and the 
Circumvesuviana railway station is only 200 m away. Restaurants, bars, 
shops and public transport are all nearby. Featuring a terrace with 
pool (not open in March) and furnished deck, Hotel Plaza is set in the 
centre of Sorrento. It offers modern rooms, a restaurant, and free Wi-Fi 
throughout. Classic rooms at the Plaza include satellite flat-screen TV and 
air conditioning, as well as a private bathroom with hairdryer.

Days 20-24  |  Mar. 20-24, 2018  |  SORRENTO (B, D) 
Enjoy your days at leisure in Sorrento. Breakfast and dinner with wine is 
included daily. Your dinners (three-course menu with beverages included) 
from Mar. 20-24 will be served at a local restaurant “Ristorante Tasso” 
approx. 200 m. from the hotel.

Explore Sorrento, the gateway to the Amalfi Coast and a great base to 
explore the region’s highlights including: the Amalfi Coast to the east, 
Pompei to the north and the fabled island of Capri. The following four 
excursions are included:

Mar 20, 2018  |   FULL-DAY AMALFI COAST & RAVELLO EXCURSION: 
transfer to the Almafi Coast by bus from your hotel with your English 
speaking guide. The Amalfi Coast has fascinating landscapes and 

breathtaking views protected by UNESCO!

You will stop above Positano where you will have the opportunity to take 
a beautiful picture of this amazing village from the top. Next stop will be 
Amalfi Coast a very unique town where the  11th century cathedral of  
St. Andrew is located in the main square; it’s said to hold the remains of 
the Apostle. Here you will have some time to stroll through the town. 

Continue to Ravello, that has long been a retreat for artists and writers! 
Return back to your hotel in Sorrento in the afternoon.

Mar. 21, 2018  |  CAPRI WALKING EXCURSION: Transfer to 
Castellammare pier by bus from your hotel with your English-speaking 
guide. Then transfer by hydrofoil to Capri. Discover the beautiful island 
of Capri, one of the most fascinating places in Italy, famous worldwide 
for its timeless wonders! Explore the islands magical, and relaxed 
atmosphere and the narrow streets. 

The tour will include a visit to the famous Piazzetta. Then stroll down Via 
Camerelle, famous for the luxury shops and designer fashion boutiques 
which line the street. Continue along Via Tragara until reaching the 
breathtaking scenic overlook facing the Faraglioni rock formations.

Return back to your hotel in Sorrento in the afternoon.

Mar. 22, 2018  |  FULL-DAY POMPEI & VESUVIO EXCURSION: Transfer 
from your hotel with your English-speaking guide via motorcoach to 
Pompeii, the Roman city buried by the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D. The 
preservation state of its buildings, due to the particular burial (under a 
blanket of 6 m of ash and rock) caused by the eruption, is why Pompeii 
can be considered the only archaeological site which gives the real image 
of a Roman city. 

Continue by coach up Mount Vesuvius for 1,000 m, and upon arrival, 
walk to the summit with your local guide. Mt. Vesuvius is the best known 
volcano on earth and dominates the Bay of Naples. 

On the journey back, visit one of the most prestigious cameo and coral 
factories, to see the typical lavoration of cameos. Return to your hotel in 
Sorrento in the afternoon.

Mar. 23, 2018  |  NAPLES CITY TOUR: Transfer to Naples by bus from your 
hotel with your English-speaking guide. Enjoy a tour of this beautiful city, 
with several photo stops at the most strategic places, such as the Posillipo 
hill with stunning views of the Bay of Naples, the Vomero hill with the 
Castel St. Elmo, the monumental area with the Castel Nuovo, Piazza del 
Plebiscito, the Royal Palace, the Galleria Umberto I, with its impressive 
glass dome, and finally the old town, with its narrow streets and the 13th 
century Cathedral of St. Gennaro. 

Return to your hotel in Sorrento, in the afternoon.

Day 25  |  Mar. 25, 2018  |  SORRENTO  (B, D) 
Day at leisure.

Tonight enjoy a farewell dinner and wine with your group at the Plaza 
hotel restaurant. 

Day 26  |  Mar. 26, 2018  |  SORRENTO—TORONTO  (B) 
After breakfast, transfer to the Naples airport for your flight home. 

Lufthansa flight 1927 departs Naples at 1:00 p.m. arrives Munich at  
2:40 p.m. Connecting with Lufthansa flight 494 departs Munich at  
3:30 p.m. arrives Toronto at 6:30 p.m.

END OF SERVICES.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel 
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators, 
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to 
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible 
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made 
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and 
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set 
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and 
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits 
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety 
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such 
party or any other party) arising from: 

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

(g) Personal injuries or death;

(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or 
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions, 
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases  
at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.

Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver 
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any 
and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please 
speak to your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to 
receive a refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full 
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional 
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately  
at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions 
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations 
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally 
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change 
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by 
the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision 
fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date 
may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries 
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date. 
Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility 
to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant 
authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the correct 
documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However 
we reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to 
inform you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

*CDN$ pp. dbl. occ. taxes included. Single supplement: $2,895. Upgrade to a two-bedroom apartment in Tuscany: $200 pp. dbl. Airfare available from most Canadian airports please 
enquire. ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1 | Canadian owned  
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