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BANGKOK, CHIANG MAI, PHUKET  
& HONG KONG  Hosted 

For an exotic Longstays Vacation like no other, escape for a month to Thailand! Start with three 

nights in Bangkok, and discover the Grand Palace (previously the residence of past kings of Thailand), 

and bustling scene at Damnoen Saduak, the world-famous floating market.

Continue north to Chiang Mai and visit a Longneck tribe. Venture to the gorgeous island of Phuket. 

Spend 20 nights at your boutique-style apartment, just 200 m from the famous Patong Beach. 

Daily breakfast is included. Also included, four cultural excursions to help you explore Phuket and 

the surrounding islands. End your amazing journey with an overnight in Hong Kong, a city of great 

contrasts and picturesque rural landscapes!

• round-trip airfare and domestic flights

• BANGKOK: three nights at Aetas Lumpini  
Hotel with breakfast

• full-day excursion to Bangkok’s famous Temples 
and Grand Palace, with lunch, plus half-day 
excursion to Damnoen Saduak floating market

• CHIANG MAI: two nights at Siripanna Hotel 
with breakfast

• full-day excursion including a visit to a 
Longneck Tribe  

• PHUKET: 20 nights at BYD Lofts Boutique  
Hotel and Apartments with breakfast

• three full-day excursions, including: Phi Phi 
Island, Phang Nga Bay, Similan Island, and 
half-day Phuket island tour

• HONG KONG: overnight at Regal Airport 
Hotel with breakfast

• all transfers, service fees, and gratuities

• Merit Travel tour host

  Includes:

26
nights

Departure Dates:
Mar. 1, 2018: 

Toronto - $6,895* p.p. 
Vancouver - $ 6,595* p.p

Thailand
New
This Year
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  Itinerary:
Day 1  |  Mar. 1, 2018  |  TORONTO—BANGKOK  (via Hong Kong) 
Board your overnight flight to Bangkok, Thailand. Cathay Pacific 
Airways flight CX829 departs Toronto at 1:20 a.m. arrives Hong Kong the 
following day at 6:00 a.m. Connecting with Cathay Pacific Airways Flight 
CX 705 departs Hong Kong at 8:40 a.m. Arrives Bangkok at 10:40 a.m. 

Day 2  |  Mar. 2, 2018  |  BANGKOK 
Upon arrival in Bangkok, proceed to collect your luggage and follow 
the exit signs. Your local representative will meet you at the airport 
and transfer you to your hotel. Remainder of the day at leisure.

Accommodations: Aetas Lumpini Bangkok Hotel 
Address: 1030/4 Rama 4 Road, Thungmahamek, Satorn, Bangkok 
Phone: +66 2 618 9000 

  Facilities:
The Aetas Lumpini Hotel is located in Bangkok’s business district, 
within easy access to the city. Lumpini station is right next to the 
hotel. Your deluxe room has air conditioning, a luxurious mattress, 
separate shower and bathtub, complimentary WiFi, coffee and tea 
making facilities, iron and ironing board, and in-room safe.

The hotel amenities include the Hourglass Restaurant, offering buffet 
breakfast and all-day dining, GMT Lounge, splash pool bar, 24 hour 
room service, fitness centre, swimming pool, and a complimentary 
shuttle service to the surrounding area. 

Day 3  |  Mar. 3, 2018  |  BANGKOK (B, L) 
Enjoy breakfast at your hotel. Depart on your full-day tour of 
Bangkok’s famous temples.

Cruising through the Thonburi canals is an unforgettable experience! 
The journey down the legendary Chao Phraya River, known as the 
“River of Kings”, and its tributary klongs (canals) gives a perspective 
on the critical importance this waterway played in the creation of 
Bangkok and the old capital of Thonburi, hence the title “Venice of 
the East”. A boat trip takes us to the famous riverside landmarks, 
including stops at the magnificent Royal Barges Museum. 

We then proceed past other notable icons such as the Holy Rosary 

Church, which was built by the Portuguese who were the first 
Europeans to settle in Thailand in the 16th century; and the Oriental 
Hotel, famous for hosting celebrated authors such as Joseph Conrad 
and Somerset Maugham.

Enjoy a Thai lunch at Supatra River House. 

Continue to visit the Grand Palace, an architectural wonder of golden 
stupas, walls and pillars encrusted in shining and colourful mosaics. 
Previously the residence of past Kings of Thailand, you will see 
palaces once used for different occasions, the Reception Hall, the 
Coronation Hall, the Throne Hall, the Royal Guest House and Wat Phra 
Kaew. The palace served as the official residence of kings of Thailand 
from the 18th to the mid-20th century. The most famous building within 
the palace grounds is Wat Phra Kaew and this is regarded as the most 
sacred Buddhist temple in Thailand. 

Continue to Wat Po, with its massive reclining Buddha.

Day 4  |  Mar. 4, 2018  |  BANGKOK (B) 
After breakfast, enjoy a half-day tour of Damnoen Saduak floating 
market. There are countless floating markets throughout Thailand, 
but the Damnoen Saduak Floating Market is the most famous. 
Situated 110 km from Bangkok in Ratchaburi province, this market is 
like a trip back in time to the Siam of old. You will see colourfully clad 
merchants, paddle along congested canals in sturdy canoes laden 
with fresh fruit, vegetables and other foodstuff to sell to shoppers on 
the canal banks. 

After visiting the market, we continue on to Phra Pathom Chedi in 
Nakorn Pathom, reportedly the largest pagoda in South East Asia. The 
golden-tiled dome of the Chedi towers almost 116-metres into the air.

Day 5 |  Mar. 5, 2018  |  BANGKOK—CHIANG MAI (B) 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight to Chiang Mai. 
Upon arrival, proceed to collect your luggage and follow the exit 
signs. Your local representative will meet you at the airport and 
transfer you to your hotel. Remainder of the day at leisure.

Accommodations: Siripanna Chiang Mai Hotel 
Address: 36 Rat Uthit Rd., Tambon Wat Ket, Amphur Muang, Chiang 
Mai 50000 Thailand

  Facilities:
This charming “Lanna style” boutique hotel is housed in a natural 
habitat, and only a 15 minute walk to the famous Night Bazaar. The 
resort's outdoor pool was built to resemble the ancient Mae Ping river 
and it is one of the most unique designs of the resort. The resort's rice 
field and garden, consists of over 100 types of seasonal fruits, flowers, 
vegetable and plants. 

Your deluxe room features a king or 2 twin beds, bathroom with 
separate bathtub and shower, access to WiFi, bathrobes, slippers 
and umbrella, air conditioning with individual controller, telephone, 
personal safe, instant coffee and tea, hair dryer, LCD TV with satellite 
programming and complimentary drinking water. 

Day 6  |  Mar. 6, 2018  |  CHIANG MAI (B, L) 
Enjoy breakfast at your hotel. Then continue with a full-day excursion 
to the Longnecked Karen tribe. 

After a one-hour tour, we change the mode of transport and head 
back by ox-cart to the elephant village. Enjoy a tour of Chiang Mai 



followed by a calm rafting trip.

We then drive to Mae Rim district to visit the Karen “Longneck” hill 
tribe village, at Baan Tong Luang. The female tribe members can be 
seen tending their small shops and are keen to interact with visitors. 

Lunch is served at a local restaurant. On the return journey, a stop 
is made at one of the region’s many orchid farms to see a variety of 
these exotic flowers.

Day 7 |  Mar. 7, 2018  |  CHIANG MAI— PHUKET (B) 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight to Phuket. Upon 
arrival in Phuket, proceed to collect your luggage and follow the 
exit signs. Your local representative will meet you at the airport and 
transfer you to your hotel. 

The remainder of the day at leisure.

Accommodations: BYD Lofts Boutique Hotel Apartments 
Address: 5/28 Haad Patong Road, Patong Beach, Kathu, Phuket 
83150 Thailand

  Facilities:
The BYD Lofts Boutique Hotel and Apartments are perfect for 
travellers wanting the comforts of a home away from home. 
Located 200 m from the world famous Patong Beach, the 
apartments are nicely placed within minutes of shops, restaurants 
and other attractions. 

The modern apartments offer a king size bed draped in 400-thread 
count Egyptian cotton linens, goose feather duvet and pillows, 
WiFi, fruit basket, drinking water, capsule coffee & tea, personal 
safe, hairdryer, high quality bathrobe and slippers, fitted European 
kitchen equipped with appliances, dinnerware, 46-inch flat screen 
TV, daily housekeeping service, with complimentary water on 
turndown service. 

Facilities include: two outdoor swimming pools, BYD Bar and Bistro 
restaurant featuring Thai and European cuisine, Café Soho with a 
Parisian style café, and a wine collection with an extensive list of 
wines from around the world. 

Days 8-26  |  Mar. 8-26, 2018  |  PHUKET (B) 
Breakfast daily at the hotel restaurant. Your days are at leisure. 

The following four excursions are included with the option to add 
more excursions locally:

Mar. 11, 2018  |  FULL-DAY EXCURSION TO PHI PHI ISLAND TOUR BY 
PRIVATE SPEED BOAT (L): For those who prefer a speedier trip than 
those offered by the larger, slower, boat cruises, this excursion takes 
guests on an island-hoping trip that takes in the larger Phi Phi Don 
and the smaller Phi Phi Ley islands. 

Phi Phi Ley was the setting for the Hollywood film “The Beach”, 
which was shot mainly at the picturesque Maya Bay. At Phi Phi Don, 
discover the amazing limestone cliffs, long sandy beaches and the 
clear emerald water. One advantage of this tour is that it gets to Phi 
Phi before the morning crowds arrive on the local long-tail water boat 
taxis from Ao Nang. Guests can stop at Monkey Bay, snorkel over the 
amazing reefs that are abundant with colourful tropical fish, and then 
enjoy a delicious lunch at a restaurant.

Mar 15, 2018  |  FULL-DAY EXCURSION TO PHANG NGA BAY BY 
PRIVATE SPEED BOAT (L): James Bond Island is located in Phang 
Nga Bay within the Straits of Malacca, between the island of Phuket 

and the Malay Peninsula mainland close to southern Thailand. 
The island’s English nickname derives from the fact that it was the 
setting for Scaramanga’s lair in the film The Man with the Golden Gun, 
starring Roger Moore as Ian Fleming’s legendary British agent, 007.

From Phuket you can reach the island in about 40 minutes by speed boat.

Mar. 19, 2018  |  FULL-DAY EXCURSION TO SIMILAN ISLAND BY 
PRIVATE SPEED BOAT (L): This tour will take you to one of the best 
snorkeling sites in Thailand. The Similan Islands form an area of 
great natural beauty and they were declared a Marine National Park 
in 1982. They are surrounded by clear water and contain abundant 
marine life, from small fish to manta rays. Consisting of nine islands 
fringed with rocky outcrops and beaches with fine white sand, the 
islands are a divers dream. Water clarity is excellent and each island 
has its own unique scenery. 

In the morning, you are taken across the Andaman Sea to 
Honeymoon Bay and Koh Ha for snorkeling before heading over to Na 
Beach on Koh Miang where you can either snorkel in Princess Bay or 
explore the island and laze on the beach. 

Afterwards, a Thai buffet-style lunch is served at an idyllic beachside 
restaurant. Then it is time to head to Christmas Point for swimming 
and snorkeling, and onto Donald Duck Bay for either swimming or a 
hike to the island’s viewpoint. 

Journey back to Phuket at 3 p.m. Travel time on the boat is 
approximately 90 minutes each way.

Mar. 23, 2018  |  AFTERNOON HALF-DAY EXCURSION TO PHUKET 
ISLAND: You will be driven along scenic beach roads through 
Patong, Karon, Kata, and Rawai and around Phuket Town to view the 
Sino-Portuguese style buildings with a short time to wander around 
the local market. 

Other attractions visited are: Wat Chalong, Phuket's most beautiful 
and renowned monastery, Big Buddha at Chalong, a Cashew Nut 
Factory where you may sample the culinary delights, and last but not 
least, the famous sunset viewpoint at Promthep Cape, which is home 
to one of the most beautiful vistas on the island of Phuket.

Day 27  |  Mar. 27, 2018  |  PHUKET—HONG KONG (B) 
Transfer to the airport for your flight to Hong Kong. Dragon Air flight 
265 departs Phuket 6:50 p.m. arrives Hong Kong 11:20 p.m.

Upon arrival in Hong Kong, walk over to your hotel, located within the 
airport for check in. 

Accommodations: Regal Airport

Day 28  |  Mar. 28, 2018  |  HONG KONG— TORONTO (B) 
Walk over to the airport to check in for your flight home. Cathay Pacific 
flight 826 departs Hong Kong at 5:10 p.m. arrives Toronto at 8:25 p.m.

END OF SERVICES.
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RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel 
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators, 
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to 
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible 
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made 
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and 
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set 
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and 
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits 
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety 
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such 
party or any other party) arising from: 

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

(g) Personal injuries or death;

(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or 
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions, 
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases  
at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.

Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver 
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any 
and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please 
speak to your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to receive 
a refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full 
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional 
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately  
at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions 
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations 
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally 
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change 
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by 
the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision 
fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date 
may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries 
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date. 
Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility 
to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant 
authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the correct 
documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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