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HIGHLIGHTS OF IRELAND 
Merit Travel Hosted

Discover Ireland’s charm, natural beauty and culture on this complete hosted tour that will take you 

through the emerald green rolling landscape of Ireland from the coastline, the gentle farmlands, the 

small village towns and the cosmopolitan city of Dublin. Highlights Include Kilkenny Castle, Waterford, 

County Cork, the scenic Dingle Peninsula, the Giant’s Causeway on the North Antrim coast, and ending 

in the dynamic capital city of Dublin, a charming mix of medieval, Georgian and modern architecture 

with fascinating history.

Merit Travel  |  1.866.341.1777  |  MeritTravel.com        

$4,995* p.p.

12 nights 
Departs: Toronto   
Sept 18-Oct. 1, 2017

• roundtrip economy airfare from Toronto 

• Premium Lounge pass

• 12 nights 4-star hotel accommodations 

• 12 breakfasts and 10 dinners  
(3 courses, including tea/coffee) one glass of beer/wine  
with your welcome dinner and tea/coffee and scones  
on day 9 at Kylemore Abbey

• sightseeing as per the day by day itinerary

• walking tour of Derry City Walls with local guide on day 11

• modern motor-coach with driver/guide 

• porterage of one piece of luggage per person 

• all taxes and gratuities

• Merit Travel Host 

  Includes:

MERIT TRAVEL  HOST E D

      Highlights: 
National Stud & Japanese Gardens | Kilkenny Castle | Dunbrody Famine Ship | Waterford Crystal Visitor Centre | Cahir Castle |  
Blarney Castle & Woollen Mills | English Market | Muckross Traditional Farms | Kerry County Museum | Cliffs of Moher | Kylemore Abbey | 
Ballintubber Abbey | Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery | Drumcliffe Cemetery | Belleek Pottery | Giant’s Causeway VC | City Hall Belfast 



Breakfast Incl. (B), Lunch Incl. (L), Dinner Incl.(D)

DAY 1  |  Monday Sept. 18, 2017  |  Toronto—Dublin

Air Transat flight 230 departs Toronto at 10:25 p.m. arrives Dublin at 
10:05 a.m. the following day. 

DAY 2  |  Tuesday Sept. 19, 2017  |  Dublin (D) 

Upon arrival transfer to your hotel. Enjoy a pre-dinner drink and 
dinner at your hotel, where you will have the opportunity to meet 
and mingle with your travelling companions.

Accommodations: Academy Plaza Hotel or similar  

DAY 3  |  Wednesday Sept. 20, 2017  |  Dublin—Kilkenny (B, D)

After breakfast at the hotel, check out and meet in the lobby for 
departure to County Kilkenny via County Kildare.

On route we will stop for a visit at the Irish National Stud and 
Japanese Gardens. The Irish Stud is one of the country's major tourist 
attractions and it is the only stud farm in Ireland that is open to the 
public. Within the same site, the magnificent Japanese Gardens 
of Tully were created between the years 1906 and 1910. The path 
through them is arranged by theme and leads one on a symbolic 
journey from birth to death. The garden’s features include a Zen rock 
garden and a variety of exotic plants, trees and sacred bamboo.

Once in Kilkenny County enjoy a panoramic city tour. Possible sites 
on your journey include Kilkenny Castle overlooking the River Nore, 
St. Carnice’s Cathedral and Round Tower. 

Enjoy a group dinner at the hotel.

Accommodations: Hotel Kilkenny or similar  

DAY 4  |  Thursday Sept. 21, 2017  |  Kilkenny—Waterford  (B, D)  

This morning following breakfast, you will be travelling to Waterford, 
Ireland's oldest city via County Wexford.

We will stop for a visit to Dunbrody Famine Ship which is a 
reconstruction of the original Dunbrody, built in Québec in 1845 by 
Thomas Hamilton Oliver, an Irish emigrant from Co. Derry. The visit 
begins with a nine minute audio-visual presentation in the visitor 
centre which gives the historic background to the Great Famine, and 
the reason why so many people were forced to emigrate on sailing 
ships like Dunbrody to America in the mid-19th century. You will then 
follow in the footsteps of a group of Famine emigrants as you board 
the Dunbrody with your own personal ticket and explore the ship.

Following this visit we will proceed to Waterford which is the oldest 
city in Ireland. A walled city of Viking origins, it retains much of its 
medieval character together with the graceful buildings from its 
18th century expansion. On this city’s panoramic tour, the highlights 
include the French church and Christchurch Cathedral on the tour. A 
stop is also made at the Waterford Crystal visitor centre.

Return to Kilkenny for a group dinner and overnight.

Accommodations: Hotel Kilkenny or similar 

DAY 5  |  Friday Sept. 22, 2017  |  Kilkenny—Cork (B, D) 

This morning depart for County Cork via the town of Cahir located 
at the eastern end of the Galtees, Ireland's highest inland mountain 
range. We will stop for a photo opportunity at the Rock of Cashel, 
possibly the most photographed site in Ireland. Another stop is 
made for a visit to Cahir Castle which is set on a rocky island in the 
River Suir in Cahir town. There is an audio-visual presentation as 
well as a guided tour of this impressive 15th century castle.

Just 8 km from Cork city, in Blarney Village, a stop is made to visit 
Blarney Castle. Built in 1446, Blarney Castle is famous for its Blarney 
stone, the Stone of Eloquence, which is traditionally believed to 
have the power to bestow the gift of eloquence on all those who kiss 
it. A visit to Blarney Woollen Mills is also part of today’s itinerary.

Check into your hotel and enjoy a group dinner.

Accommodations: Hibernian Hotel or similar 

DAY 6  |  Saturday Sept. 23, 2017  |  Cork—Kerry (B, D)

After breakfast, check out of your hotel and meet in the lobby. We 
will depart for County Kerry and also stop in Cork for a panoramic 
city tour. Cork is the largest of all of Ireland’s counties with much to 
offer visitors all year round.

An interesting place to visit is the English market in the heart of the 
city, a roofed food market that has been trading since 1788. It was 
developed, and is still owned by the Cork city Council.

Our route then takes us through the Ring of Kerry path offering 
beautiful scenery of mountains, peat bogs and its famous lakes. 
Once in Kerry, we visit Muckross House and Gardens which 
represent the focal point and nucleus of Killarney National Park. 
Visit three separate working farms dating back to the 1930's and 
1940's, each complete with animals, poultry and machinery. 

We spend the remainder of the day at leisure or enjoy an evening at 
the National Folk Theatre.

Group dinner at the hotel.

Accommodations: Randles Hotel or similar 

DAY 7  |  Sunday Sept. 24, 2017  |  Kerry (B, D) 

This morning depart for the scenic Dingle Peninsula, a paradise for 
photographers. This peninsula is famous for its Celtic, pre-Christian 
monuments and Christian churches. Dingle town itself is a thriving 
fishing town and offers plenty of opportunity for shopping or simply 
savouring the atmosphere of a typical country Irish town with its 
plentiful pubs, narrow streets and busy harbour. 

Enjoy the afternoon at your leisure in County Kerry. Tonight enjoy a 
group dinner.

Accommodations: Randles Hotel or similar

DAY 8  |  Monday Sept. 25, 2017  |  Kerry—Limerick (B)

Breakfast at the hotel then depart for County Limerick. There will be a 
stop at Kerry County Museum, where you will watch a 10 minute video 
presentation as well as stroll through the museum to view the exhibits.

Once in Limerick, we will make a stop at the picturesque village 
of Adare featuring thatched cottages dotted throughout them. 
Following that we will have a panoramic city tour. It is often referred 
to as the sporting capital of Ireland because of its excellent sports 

I T I N E R A R Y



facilities and passionate devotion to rugby.

Accommodations: Clarion Hotel Limerick or similar 

DAY 9  |  Tuesday Sept. 26, 2017  |  Limerick—Galway City (B, D)

After breakfast at the hotel, depart for Limerick City travelling through 
the Burren, one of the most unique landscapes in the whole of Europe. 
We will visit the Cliffs of Moher, situated on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Burren landscape covers over 150 square kilometres and is one 
of Ireland’s 6 National Parks. 

The remainder of the day is at leisure and a group dinner will follow 
at the hotel.

Accommodations: Oranmore Lodge Hotel or similar 

DAY 10  |  Wednesday Sept. 27, 2017  |  Galway City—Mayo (B, D)

Breakfast at hotel. Depart your hotel in Galway heading for the 
Connemara region, one of the most panoramic areas in Western 
Europe.

On the way, we will visit Kylemore Abbey. Mitchell Henry built the 
house in 1868, after having spent his honeymoon in the area. The 
architecture is best described as neo-gothic and the house still 
displays all the characteristics of that period. 

Afterwards, you will explore the Connemara Region, a land of lakes 
and rivers, bogs and mountains. A land of small villages where 
Gaelic is still the spoken language and where little has changed 
since the beginning of time. It is without a doubt the wildest and the 
most romantic part of Ireland.

Next a visit to Ballintubber Abbey. Built in 1216 for the Canon Regulars 
of St Augustine, Ballintubber Abbey is the only church in Ireland that 
was founded by an Irish King and which is still in use today.

Check into your hotel and enjoy a group dinner.

Accommodations: Mulranny Park Hotel or similar 

DAY 11  |  Thursday Sept. 28, 2017  |  Mayo—Donegal (B, D)

Breakfast at hotel. We will be stopping for a visit to Carrowmore 
Megalithic Cemetery which has over 60 stone circle-and-passage 
tombs making it one of the largest Stone Age cemeteries in Europe.

Following that, a visit to Drumcliffe Church and Cemetery. Drumcliffe 
is the final resting place of W. B. Yeats, a Nobel Prize winning author, 
poet and dramatist.

There will be one more stop at Belleek Pottery. This award winning 
attraction features a museum, tearoom, video theatre and a 
showroom. The guided tour covers all of the production areas 
offering guests the possibility of meeting with the craftspeople, 
observing their craftsmanship working on the different handmade 
pieces (no production on Sundays).

Check into your hotel in Derry and enjoy dinner with the group.

Accommodations: Clanree Hotel or similar 

DAY 12  |  Friday Sept. 29, 2017  |  Derry—Belfast (B, D)

Enjoy breakfast at your hotel, then take a tour of Derry City, which 
showcases the only remaining completely walled city in Ireland. 
There are fine views from the top of the walls, which encircle the 
old city, a circuit of one mile. By walking on Derry’s Walls, you have 
splendid views of cathedrals and churches, you will learn about the 

historical events that shaped the city and explore attractions such 
as The Bogside, The People’s Gallery: The Murals, The Diamond, the 
Tower Museum and the Guildhall.

We will stop for a photo opportunity at Dunluce Castle. Situated 
on the Antrim Coast, it was the former home of the clans McQuillan 
and MacDonnell.

Finally a visit to Giants Causeway Visitor Centre, where you will get 
to explore the major themes of mythology, geology, landscape, 
ecology, culture and social history based on the UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 

Check into your hotel in Belfast region and enjoy a group dinner.

Accommodations: Europa Hotel or similar 

DAY 13  |  Saturday Sept. 30, 2017  |  Belfast—Dublin (B)

Today you will get to explore Belfast City, the capital of  
Northern Ireland.

A panoramic tour of the city will take place after breakfast. The tour 
will take in the leaning Albert Memorial Clock tower (Irelands answer 
to the Tower of Pisa) and the Opera House, which is one of Belfast’s 
great landmarks as well as the Crown Bar, Queens University and the 
Botanic Gardens. A stop at Belfast City Hall for a tour and chance to 
enjoy refreshments at the Bobbin Coffee shop. Then we will head to 
the Ulster Museum. There you will come face to face with dinosaurs, 
meet an Egyptian mummy and see modern masterpieces.

In the afternoon, drive back to Dublin and enjoy a panoramic city tour.

Here you will discover the north and south side of the River Liffey. 
On the north side you will be gazing upon a variety of striking 
landmarks such as the GPO (General Post Office) on the city main 
thoroughfare, O'Connell Street as well as the Phoenix Park, the 
largest public park in Europe. While on the south side you can 
admire the beautiful Georgian part of the city with its beautiful 
colourful doors and Merrion Square at the forefront. It is here that 
you can still find Oscar Wilde’s House (today owned by an American 
College) and for those looking for some retail therapy, Grafton Street 
and its quality shops can be found just around the corner. 

This evening enjoy dinner on your own in one of the many 
restaurants/pubs in Dublin City or head to the Merry Ploughboy 
Traditional Pub (extra charge) for a meal along with some 
entertainment. A fitting farewell to your Ireland tour.

The Merry Ploughboys live in concert is widely regarded as the best 
traditional music show in Dublin and also as a must see for any 
visitors to the city. The show is a highly entertaining performance 
of live traditional Irish music, song and Irish dancing. From start to 
finish, this is a show based on fantastic interaction between the 
performers and the audience.

Accommodations: Gresham Hotel or similar 

DAY 14  |  Sunday Oct. 1, 2017  |  Dublin—Toronto (B)

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel and the morning at leisure. Check out 
and meet in the lobby for departure to the airport. 

Air Transat flight 239 departs Dublin 1:10 p.m. arrives Toronto 3:40 p.m.

END OF SERVICES.
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RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel 
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators, 
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to 
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible 
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made 
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and 
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set 
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and 
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits 
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety 
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such 
party or any other party) arising from: 

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

(g) Personal injuries or death;

(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or 
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions, 
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases  
at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.

Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver 
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any 
and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please 
speak to your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to receive 
a refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full 
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional 
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately  
at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions 
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations 
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally 
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change 
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by 
the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision 
fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date 
may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries 
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date. 
Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility 
to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant 
authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the correct 
documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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